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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1842 edition. Excerpt: .pay. For he must say it did appear to him a very unwise thing
in a country where so large a portion of every man s income was taken from him for public purposes, to let
each individual know the exact amount of his contribution. In some countries where a large quantity of blood is
taken from the inhabitants, the vital principle is so adroitly subtracted whilst the suDerers are asleep, that they
know not the exact number of ounces they have lost, but--and the knowledge is doubtless suDicient--only know
themselves weak, enervated, unfit for labour. The vampire-bat is the tax-gatherer on these occasions. For we
are told that the creature in the silence of night fixes itself upon the toes of the sleeper, and drinks and drinks its
greedy draughts of blood; and while it drinks, benevolently fans its victim with its wings, and so the sleeper--i. e.
the tax-payer--sleeps on, until the vampire is gorged; and then the creature goes away, leaving the man in
perfect ignorance of the amount of income he has in his slumber subscribed. Now this is the sort of tax-
gatherer proposed by Mr. Charles Buller. Doctor Peel, however, says, No; I want so many ounces of blood from
every man, according to his capabilities of losing the same: I will take them, weigh them fairly, so hold out your
arm, and--where s the basin? Mr. Charles Buller also observes in favour of indirect taxation-- It was paid...
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