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Subject: Public buildings -- Security measures -- United States. Excerpt: . . . buildings. Included in the
symposiums summary report were the following 19 remarks on the difficulty of resolving the security challenge:
There are few, if any, easy answers to security concerns. Risks can be hard to quantify and statistics can be
readily misused. The fact that security is most often addressed by bureaucracies, including such federal entities
as the Department of State, GSA, the Department of Justice, the U. S. Marshals Service, the FBI, and many other
agencies, adds to the complications related to this issue. Coordination among these agencies, each with its own
interests, is difficult. Decision-making can be slow and ineffective in dealing with diverse circumstances and
competing concerns. The budget process and the allocation of funds among people, training, and technology
can be an imprecise and exhausting exercise. Policies can overlap and, at times, contradict one another.
Security is also an arena full of contradictions and ironies. There are rigid rules and there are large exceptions.
Even experts disagree about which solutions work and which do not. And there is a growing divide between
those who champion openness and those that advocate security as their first priority. However clearly, when it
comes to security, there are no universal solutions. We must listen to many voices and explore many options.
We must be precautious but also reasonable. Security is an issue that can atomize society so we must pursue it
in ways that do not compromise our democratic values or our sense of community. Ultimately, we must find
answers to this difficult challenge one building at a...
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